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Education in 2016 

 
You have only FAILED if you have given up, 

until then it’s LEARNING. 
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Understanding the Data : 

The National Picture 

 

 

“The GCSE bar has been raised - 

will pupils rise to meet it?” 

 

9th Sept 2016 



Understanding the Data : 

The National Picture 

First year of major changes across 

GCSEs 

Some GCSE courses no longer running; 

some new courses being introduced 

Technical awards (vocational quals) 

starting to be introduced or revamped  

Schools measured in different ways – now 

based on progress rather than attainment 

 



Changes to GCSE Grading 

 English Language, Literature and 

Maths changed grading from 2015 for 

first exam in 2017 

 All other GCSEs except DT, Business 

& Media use new grading 

 All new specifications and exams 

 Currently descriptors for grades 2, 5 & 

8 only 

 ‘Norm-referenced’ boundaries 

Current New 
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Beyond GCSE 

Colleges require a level 5 pass in English 

and Maths 

Colleges setting Average Point Scores for 

some courses / levels of courses – pupils 

need to keep on track in all subjects to get 

APS 

 



Understanding your child’s data 

How are the targets worked out? 
• KS2 starting points 

• National cross-referencing 

• Teacher input 

• Challenge 
 

How are the predictions worked out? 
• Professional judgement 

• In-class performance 

• Homework 

• Test / assessment / exam results 

• Coursework 



The Impact of Attendance 



English – the course 

Marked using the 1-9 scale 

 

Separated into two GCSE courses: 

– English Language 

– English Literature 

 



The AQA course 

English Language 

Assessed with 2 exams.  

Both worth 50% of the total 

mark. 

1 Hour and 45 Minutes each. 

Both exams test reading and 

writing skills. 

Paper 1 = Explorations in 

Creative Reading and 

Writing. 

Paper 2 = Writer’s Viewpoints 

and Perspectives 

 

English literature 

Assessed with 2 exams. 

Paper 1 = Shakespeare and 

the19th Century novel 

Worth 40% of total marks 

Exam length = 1 hour 45 

minutes 

Paper 2 = Modern texts and 

Poetry 

Worth 60% of total marks 

Exam length = 2 hours 15 

minutes 
 



Tackling the Exam 

An exam practice each half term 

Mostly these will be in the hall under 

exam conditions. 
 

How can you help? 

Encourage them to practice writing for a 

long period of time at home. Working on 

practice questions. Check their spelling and 

punctuation for them. 

 



The Importance of SPaG 

The quality of their writing is tested in all four 

exams. 

 In particular the exam board is interested in 

their ability to correctly use grammar, spelling 

and punctuation.  

How to help with this? 
Encourage them to write in standard English as 

much as possible. When they communicate via 

social media or text, ask them to pick out errors in 

other people’s language.  

 

 



Reading 

We recommend reading for at least 20 

minutes a day. 

The more challenging the text the better. 

Examples of what to read: 

– Broadsheet newspapers 

– Literary fiction 

– Informative websites 

– Formal letters 

 



GCSE MATHS – New for 2017 



Assessment objectives 

 



Half-termly Assessments 

 

2 or 3 
assessments 

each half 
term 



MOCKS – Measuring progress 

• Two in year 10 

• Three in year 11 

 



I was never 
very good at 

Maths 



Helpful Resources 

 



Mathswatch - VLE 





 



Contact us 

 andrea.morton@lynngroveacademy.org.uk 

 

 nicola.white@lynngroveacademy.org.uk 
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Science : Overview 

Exam board = AQA  

Separate sciences = 3 GCSEs 

• Biology. Grades 1-9 

• Chemistry. Grades 1-9 

• Physics. Grades 1-9 

Combined Science = 2 GCSEs 

• Trilogy. Grades 9-9, 9-8, 8-8, 8-7…1-1 

• Pupils will study all 3 sciences. 



Science : Overview 

 The new GCSE has some big differences to previous 

GCSEs. 

 No coursework element. 

 The physics equation sheet is no longer given to pupils, they will need 

to work on memorising these instead. 

 There will be exam questions that have the expectation that your child 

has carried out certain practical activities. Behaviour and attendance 

are therefore more important than ever. 

 Exams are 15 to 45 minutes longer. 

 For those doing combined science, these are no longer 2 separate 

GCSEs (although 2 grades will be received). It is treated like one 

GCSE, twice the size of all others. This means pupils can’t only focus 

on one and get a grade. 



Science : Assessment details 

 Each separate science GCSE 

• 2 examinations (6 in total across all 3 GCSEs) 

• Each of 1 hour 45 minutes. 

• Each is worth 50% of the GCSE it is for. 

 

 Combined science: Trilogy 

• 2 examinations in each of biology, chemistry and physics for a 

total of 6 exams. 

• Each of 1 hour 15 minutes. 

• Each is worth 16.7% of the combined science GCSEs. 



Science : Tiers of Entry 

Pupils can take higher or foundation 

Higher = grades 4 to 9  

Foundation = grades 1 to 5 

 30% overlap (at least) of grade 4 and 5 

questions. 

 Less marks are required to achieve a 5 on the 

higher paper. 

Most pupils are therefore entered for higher AT 

THE MOMENT! 



Science : this year 

Combined Science Year 10 

The first half of the combined science course 

was taught in year 9. 

The second half will be taught this year. 

There are a number of “required practicals” that 

will be asked about in the examinations. These 

will be carried out in normal lessons (so 

attendance is important!). 

Pupils will sit tests and mock examinations 

throughout the year. 

 



Science : Next Year 

Combined Science Year 11 

 Results of year 10 tests, mock 

examinations and reports will be used to 

decide who is capable of achieving on the 

triple science course. 

 Default will be 2 GCSEs (combined 

science). 

 Most pupils will then spend year 11 on 

exam preparation, including revisiting the 

required practicals. 



Science : Next Year 

Separate Sciences Year 11 

Pupils eligible for separate sciences (3 

GCSEs) will be selected based upon their 

test results, mock exam results and 

reports in year 10. 

Notable differences: 

• Will have to learn a remaining GCSE worth of 

material (probably finished by Christmas). 

• Exams will be 1 hour 45 minutes (rather than 

1 hour 15 minutes). 



Science : Revision 

 In school 

• Science teachers are available after school on 

Wednesdays for any year 10 pupil who needs help. 

 On Paper 

• We are currently vetting revision guides and will  have them for sale 

soon. 

 Websites 

• AQA.org.uk 

• S-Cool.co.uk 

• BBC Bitesize 



Life as a parent 

‘Parental support is eight times more 

important in determining a child’s 

academic success than social class.’ 
(TES, 2003) 

 

 



The hardest job you will ever  

have and the most rewarding 

As a parent or carer the teenage years can often 

be the most daunting, frustrating, confusing and 

uncertain, filled with many questions and 

decisions. 

 

 



Working together 

We will find the answers  
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Be organised 

    Space 
 
 

      

   Tool kit 
 

            

       Organise 
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Actively learn and revise 

When we read something we remember 20%, when  we 

hear something we remember 30%, when we see 

something we remember 40%, when we say something 

we remember 50%, when we do something we 

remember 60% 

However, if we use all of these methods together we 

remember 90% because we are using more 

connections in our brain. 
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